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Shelby-Moore. 

A Hyphenation in Which I Get 
Knocked Out the First 
Round 



By the Drum Major of All the 
Brownies. 




8i'i:tTAti.i;s VS. hpkctaclkb 



Ordinarily I am not a belting man, but 
I want to bet that, within a year, the 
Kentucky Kiver will catch lire and burn 
up, froui Carrolltoti to the Three Forks, 
or from Three Forks to Carrolltou ac- 
cording as how it burns up or burns 
down. 

I want to bet 011 this because it is al- 
ways the "unexpected that happens" in 
Kentucky. 

Now if some big fellow had whipped 
Ml it would only have been what every- 
body was looking for, and would Ml at 
all have surprised me, but with my 
broad experience lu witnessing the ma- 
terialisation of the improbable in this 
State, ami especially around this town, 
I must own 1 was surprised when 1 
found nivsel! whipped the first round, 
and before 1 could get myself together 
sulliciently to take lu the tiailU </iu>, by 
a man but little bigger than a buss 
Brownie, who had w ith him a kind Oi at 
suuirc of the Saucho Pati/.o 
i kind of ■ man Friday, as it 



were, named Shanklin; one of those un- 
godly names that I think ought to be 
changed by a compulsory act of the Leg- 
islature, that always suggests to me the 
days of the Harelioncs Parliament and 
old Crookshanks, and Shanklin and the 
whole Shanks family. 

I have been reading "Trilby" and was 
struck bv that allusion it makes to that 
queer experience, we have all had, when 
we get to thinking about any one word 
in our language, until that particular 
word seems so strange we begin to won- 
der if there is really anv such word in 
the language The family name Shank- 
lin affects me that way, until I wonder 
why in the devil any man would want 
to call any man Shanklin unless he had 
something against the man. 

As Shanklin played a sort of second 
fiddle, or "supe," according as we regard 
him as in the orchestra, or on the stage, 
of the dramatic high comedy entertain- 
ment in which Colonel John T. Shelby 
and I carried the principle roles and did 
the heavy work, we will dispose of 
Shanklin first. 

When Colonel John T. Shelby intro- 
duced me to his man Shanklin, and ex- 
plained to me that Shanklin had been 
brought along simply as a witness of 
the words and deeds that were likely to 
follow a kind of a looker on in Venice, 
as it were I recognized the face as that 
of a masculine bifurcation that I had pre- 
viously seen in the busy marts of men, 
that had a blonde complexion to it that 
would do for one of these complexion 
advertisements, but of which, further 
than this, I knew naught. 

You can take a big hunk of dough, 
and make a face out of it, anil it will al- 
ways have on it one feature that is very 
fine — the complexion. 

As the nation asked "Who in the hell 
is Buck ?" when Senator Beck sent that 
bugologist to South America, so, except 
for the profanity of it involved, would I 
have asked about Shanklin, when Col- 
onel John T. Shelby introduced him, 
and writing as I am now in the country 
I do not know what Shanklin is, but 
think he is a lawyer, real estate man, or 
insurance agent, the three learnetl pro- 
fessions that seem to require the largest 
brain force in this town. But since com- 
ing to the country I understand he is a 
connection of Colonel John T. Shelby. 

I would suggest to Colonel John T 
Shelby that in any case, and more espe- 
ially in those cases where veracity is in 
evidence, as was in this one, that he 
take along with him witnesses, who Tire 
not related >rt any way to mm, and who 
are not otherwise personally prejudiced 
in his favor, and that the Colonel shall 
take special pains to see that the man he 
selects to umpire the game, without any 
consultation with the party of the sec- 
ond part, shall not take any part in the 
game, and especially he shall not do so 
on the Colonel's side, as the Colonel will 
distinctly recollect was done, if his mem- 
ory retained, through the episode, its 
wonted equilibrium, by the man Shank- 
ling — corrupted into Shanklin by the 
Kentucky disposition to drop its final 
g's — whom the valiant Colonel will le- 
member he introduced as a merely dis- 
passionate witness, picked up on the 
street, as I supposed, from the Colonel's 
explanation, entirely at random, just as 
jurymen are selected, except that in the 
case of jurymen perhaps, there is some 
little more pains taken to see that they 
are not exactly the right kind of men 
than the Colonel took in the selection of 
his man. 

It is all very fortunate however, just 
as it happened; for while very much 
more damage than I received at the 
hands of Colonel Shelby would not have 
tempted me to strike him, or , any man 
my physical inferior, even if a $1000 
dollars had been offered me to do so, in 
these hard times, I might have in an 
unguarded moment been tempted to 
change, very materially, the fine com- 
plexion of Shankling, a man younger 
than I and big enough to be my physi- 
cal equal, had I even remotely suspected 
that after hearing, as he did, Colonel 
Shelby's statement of the terms upon 
which Shankling was present, Shank- 
ling was intending to take a hand in the 
scrimmage; though I would not at all 
have objected had Colonel Shelby stated 
squarely and fairly, in the beginning, 
that he brought along Shankling to 
supplement his own (Colonel Shelby's) 
shortage iu avordupois; for Colonel Shel- 
by, with a bigger and stronger stick 
than he had, with Shanklin to do the 
more materialistic part of I scrimmage 
iu which the Colonel was to do the brain 
work, would have just tnade a team 
about fair to fight me, and I feel but lit- 
tle doubt now that, had I tried to do so, 
I could have thrown Colonel Shelby 
through the big glass of the second sto- 
ry window where we were, auil then 
could have thrown Shanklin after him; 
but 1 would not have done it because 
the steam engine under the iron pave- 
ment uuder the window had melted the 
recent snow bank off, and that iron 
paveiiK-ut has on it knots that would 
have raised bumps not recognized in the 
works and charts of the lamented Fowl- 
er, and which are not now found even 
on the highly phretiologic head of Col- 
onel Shelby. 

I'uder all the circumstances, ami with 
all the light on the subject that I had, I 
acted just as exactly as I am now glad I 
did act, and as 1 would lhave acted hail 1 
had two days instead of two seconds to 
mat m e 111 y plans. 

I have never yet, iu mv life, struck any 
hum. til being in auger, or any other way, 
and 1 hope never to do it, and I am not 
going to do it iu auger any time, and 1 
am not going to do it at all, until that 
gets to be all that 1 can do. Hut if I 
ever do strike a man 1 would, four to 
one. rather strike a big fellow and get 
whipped than strike a little man and 
w hip him. 

Alter all the bulldozing 1 haw taken 
from log fellows, if 1 were now to hit 
little man about as big as a cock 
1 would feel like the 



As contradictory as it may som I do 
not think any man ever paid a higher 
tribute to my generosity than Colonel 
Shelby inadvertently did'on the occasion 
to which I allude, and the details of 
which the daily papers have given. 

I had given him every advantage He 
had seen me in a most pleasant conver 



it o,.l i • lull under penalty of being fir 
cd M ■' single failure. 

I hav? long noticed that there is noth 
ing that so acts as a molifving ointment 
to thru Minded feelings of the mascu- 
line JCcntuckian as to call him "Colonel." 

In my experience as a journalist I 
hitve Ml a hundred men mad and 



sation, in my office, with my editorial pgain g"t to be all solid with them by- 
friend, Judge Italsey. and when I had no .-dludm^o them, apparently inadvert- 
kindof a weapon, and the Colonel had ently a^CoI." this or that, in some sub 
no reason to suppose I had any, ami he < sequi '■Btne wspaper article, 
and his man Friday certainly had had | Hf r e*"r there Bre two prominent 
an opportunity to arm themselves, and | citizens of this State, who are of petite 
the Colonel had a stick, and yet under 1 physical ;,et up, that I have given my 
these circumstances I was willing to go fere ..<ia& absolute instructions are to he 
with them only into a room where there ; called f>tM Blade, Colonel, all the time, 
was nobody else, and was so entirely un- ; and I 'iave been alluding to both of 
conscious that I had given them anv then' n« "Johnnie" or even "little John- 
cause for offense, that I did not at all un- 1 nie" ill the time These are Colonel 
derstand until the Colonel pulled out I John^tfcShelby and Colonel John A. 
my freshly issued paper, ana read the Bell olB.c Georgetown Times, 
passage that made the rumpus, for which 1 Voal Pay, in Kentucky, with impunity 
I expressed some regret and mv dispo- ; call . I g man big, and you mey call a 
sition to apologize; for it does not mat- [ little tjnu big, hut they draw the line at 



tie 11. u big, 
calli'flktf little man little. 

A:- J, >ok upon myself today I wonder 
that ! Ml not corpse. 

But .iiout that fable; I have, a hun- 
dred limes in mv life, seen a little bit of 
a dog run out snapping and barking at 
a big Tog, ami the big dog would just 
get up and get away f.om there double 
quirk, mil I have always felt like patting 
the big dog on the head, and saying 
"Gqh^dd doggy," and giving him a big 
piecr of " red hot wienerwurst." just to 
see 1 1 veritable case of ' dog eat dog," 
and I have always thougnt what a wise 
dispj vsation of Providence, with a large 
P. 1. i ;, that big dogs and big men are 
not I uilt so that they get mail so easy as 
liuld <logs and the little men. 

Bi£ Jogs and big men seem to go on 
the supposition that people know they 
couli right if they wanted to, and so they 
are 11 -ver honing after a fight, but the 
little logs and the little men seem to be 
afra. -that people may think thev wont 
fight I because they are little, and so they 
■Man have to show their faith by their 
work, ; and if you just want to think 
that vou have stepped into a valler- 
jackv '• nest, you just go fooling around 
a little man, and you will have a fight on 
your bands, or on your head, before you 
can Lnt your eye. 

All of this I appreciated and so ex- . th ?» s, ' me Colonel Shelby that 

plained to the iiascible Colonel, but lately got into my wool, and scattered 
the generationsof Presbyterian religion. *arrp%s of m/ curls and whiskers on the 
that coursed through his distinguished 1 circ.-.f lainbient air, bounced lawyer Wil- 
veins, seemed not at all to have induced 1 "> ° 1* l he conrt Washington, 
siM • , it! .... • .1 . 1 — t 1 '- • • J-;r K-xiti«ti 

to be one of the salient Christian virtues. F» s M nd s P«" e < 1 Wilson in the face, and 



ter what I may sav, I want every utter 
ance to come rigidly anil strictly up to 
the standard of undoubted historical ac- 
curacy, and want it to be such as no ra- 
tional man can dispute. 

There are probably ten million people 
in the T nited States that will say that 
what I said was true, but that does not 
make it true, and being rather volum- 
inus in my style any how, lean not, with 
any regard for terseness, go into each 
little detail like I was writing a thing 
for court record, and rather than thus 
cumber my style I will take the chance, 
especially as much that I say is evident- 
ly intended to lie regarded as Pickwick- 
ian, of one, in a thousand things that I 
say, saying something of subordinate 
importance, in some side issue, that 
would not stand the test of the square 
and plummet, and apologize for it and 
make the best amend that I could when 
I go wrong; and with those facts well 
known I was surprised that Colonel 
Shelby was offended. 

I certainly have taken, like a little 
man a thousand times as much of this 
kind of medicine as I have given; but 
then it's true that I am in public life, 
where it's my business to take this, while 
Colonel Shelby is in private life, and the 



While the Colonels words were all en 
tirely lexicographic, and such, as, indi- 
vidually, may be used with the highest 
propiety, in their aggregate effect they 
were exceedingly forcible, and calculated 
greatly to irritate one who is irritable. 
For instance, while it is a fact, that I am 
enveloped in the dermoid membrane, 
that is common to the entire human 
race, except when we use allegory or 
hyperbole, the Colonel assumed that I 
was a pachyderm, and instead of alluding 
to my epidermis, as he should have 
done, when the point at issue between 
us was one of accuracy of expression, he 
said he would take his redress out of mv 
"hide." But even in thrs he did not ad- 
here to the accuracy in his own style 
that he demanded in mine; for he pro- 
ceeded to hit me on the head with his 
stick, thus avoided damage to the hide 
proper, but probably on the principle 
recognized between butchers and tan- 
ners that "the horns go with the hide." 

The Colonel alluded to my recognized 
"irresponsibility" as a fightist, and I was 
for a moment alarmed lest he was going 
again to inflict on the long suffering 
newspaper public, Bill Owens' statement 
that I was a "long eared, long haired ir- 
responsible brute," that Bill got off in 
one of his highest flights of eloquence 
in the Opera house here; but I was glad 
to hear Colonel Shelby clothe the same 
idea in language that sounded more ap- 
propriate from the scion of a great 
gubernational sire, while a rip saw 



the prominent 
escutcheon. 

When some other fellow is in the 
scrimmage, and I am doing only the 
newspaper reporting, I can get down, 
pretty fine, what is said and done. But 
it's another thing for a fellow to hold up 
his end of a rumpus like that, and take 



Wils«n got out of Colonel Shelby's way 
just as soon and just as quietly as possible, 
and swallowed the little indiguation that 
he felt, and justly remembered that 
Colonel Shelby was a Kentuckian, I just 
felt like saying "Good old doggy; good 
old Wilson," and giving him a piece of 
weinewurst, just to see him wag his tail. 

Every first class man in the country- 
applauded the way that Wilson 
acted, and when I saw that I held the 
same hand I played it the same way. 
And now what I want to say to Colonel 
Shelby is this; he has knocked out Wil- 
son and me, and demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of an admiring world that 
he will fight and it is a good time for 
him to quit while his credit is good; be- 
cause Colonel Shelby may mistake his 
man some of these days, anil run up 
against some fellow who does not view 
these matters as Wilson and I do, and 
that fellow will slap the Colonel so many- 
summersets that tlie Colonel wont know 
whether it's himself or a flutter wheel 
that he sees spinning, and he will see 
fire works for a month tint discount 
Paine's best 4th of July efforts. 

Big fools and bull dogs and roosters 
may fight, because they havent any 
brains with which to defend themselves, 
and taking it out of the other fellow's 
"hide" is the only mode of defence they 
have; but Colonel Shelby is a man of 
big braiu and small muscle, and when he 
steps into the pugilistic arena he is just 
as much out ot his element as the whale 
was when he waded ashore, and went out 
on "dry land" to throw up his coutract 
with Jonah, when the whale found he had 
bit off more than he could chaw, and that 
"you can't keep a good man down." 

Colotiel Shelby's idea of fighting is 
exactlt like that of a woman. I have 
had mlny a fight with my wife, and al- 
ways oiiit quite as mad as I was with 



notes for a newspaper report at the same I Co?onJ Shelby, 
time; and acting iu the double role I iu the Veard, and then I would have to 
can not make as good a report of it as I ! give., up or knock her dowu, «nd of 
could lhave done, it some other fellow course I would uoi hurt anv woman that 
had been getting his curls disarranged had. Hut when Colonel Shelby caught 
by a stick in the hands of another man. | tne in tae beard, if he had been tw o or 
The thing has adorded me and my throe limes as big as he was there was 
friends, to say nothing of my enemies, 1 the wat of gettiug him loose thatl could 
much more of amusement than it has no t praj tice on a woman. I looked at 
of trouble, and w ith no malice toward | his nica little walking stick, and sizing 



Colonel Shelby, and no special reason 
for any, I am in good shape to give him 
some fatherly advice, though it might 
be best for his man Friday Shankling 
not to come fooling along with me, any 
more, while there are deep snow banks 
about towu, for he may lind his head 
sticking iu one of them, and struggling 
iu lhe ineffectual attempt to walk oil' oil 
his ear. His size wont protect him. 

The only solicitude I felt during lhe I the thing and knocked it all nil 



scrimmage was that 1 would get mv hi 
focal spectacles broken, but lhe Colonel 
or Shaukliug or I, I don't know which, 
by some kind of an inadvertent, or pur- 
posed, 1 1'/</> ilt iimi'i sent tnv glasses 
whirling, clear //<■/ > tin fottittl been 
reading "Trilby," ami naturally quote 
French into an adjoining room, much 
to my relief, alter 1 saw them laiM) 
lauded u m 1c 1 a table; for while a little 
damage to my "hide'' might grow up it- 
self, in a day or two, my glasses are of 
peculiar make ghllTVl them in the a, 
coiiipanvim; diagram, at the top of the 
first column 011 the in-l MM and cost 
a lot of money lor these hard tinu s. 

Now, tor Colonel Shelby's own good. 
I am going to tell him a little fable with 
a moral to it It will be noticed that 1 
do not call biM "little Johnnie Shelby" 
anv more but thai 1 call hint ' Colonel " 
with instructions to the printers to spell 



it up aa a family heir loom that he had 
inherited from the first governor of Ken- 
tucky, iustead of a hair loom as it prov- 
ed to be, just supposed he was carrying 
it for the legitimate purpose of assist- 
ance ill circuinambulatioii, and could uot 
suppose he had brought it along as a 
kind oflictor's rod, or Aaron's rod with 
some kind of a Presbyterian Bible suakc 
trick to it, ami when he fired away with 

' tooth- 

pK'fcs oyer my foot ball head of hair. I 
thought that considering the relative 
price ofj toothpicks and canes, it was a 

bad investment ; ptmaw kiwi can get 

toothpicks and ewrbody can not get an- 
cestral' canes with ancient gubunatorial 
lcg< ndsfwrcutlud around tliem like the 
snakes around Mercury's walking cane, 
or Ihut ifainaa "copperhead" .Hid, for 
that Baiter, coppert.ul around .\b'>cs 
pole. j 

So. especially alter 1 saw that mv spec 
taclM Here uot broken, 1 was sorry thai 
the Colonel had broken lti> slick. 

My friends have frequently told HM 
that this hard head of mine would do 
some damage, some da\. 

Uegardid as a mere piece of war 

strategy gotten up regatdlcaa cf coat 

as such strategies gaii« rally are. the 
.<>«/> Ji KiIoh ii'ut! An-,/ qu'it Hit 
nmgi more "Trilby' was all right, 
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but the taking me by the beard, had I 
not buen a foe as chivalrous as was infi- 
del SJladin to Christian Richard Coeur 
de Lion, would have been for Colonel 
pbel'My ;-v.> -3 if he had jona* iMt up 
10 a niasked battery, or thrown himself 
on the) "thick bosses of Jehovah's buck- 
ler." I simply had to make one move 
to checkmate. I was holding the Col- 
onel's right wrist with his bunch of an- 
cestral toothpicks in his hand, while 
Shankling was trying to do something 
with me that I have never yet got on to, 
and can't say what his scheme was, ex- 
cept that, so far as I noticed, he was 
pushing at me like one of the Brownies 
that are trying to make the donkey go 
along, in the paint advertisement, when 
the Colonel made a move that would 
have given Showalter or Jim Corbett a 
chill. The Colonel grabbed me in my 
big beard, and sw ung onto it about like 
I have had an icicle to do when I was 
walking to Lexington through a blizzard 
that had just got here from Florida. 

It was now my move. Shankling's 
both hands were occupied pushing at 
me like a Trojan against the big wooden 
horse of the Creeks, in an ineffectual 
effort to move me out of my tracks, 
while I held the Colonel's right in my 
left, and his left was in my beard, 
and the only unoccupied vigor in the 
trio was my right arm, with a hog maul 
fist on it, hanging perfectly unoccupied 
and begging for a job like Stonewall 
Jackson in the first of Manassas, while 
the face of Colonel Shelby, absolutely 
ungarded. and at my mercy, was just 
about as high and as far from me as I 
would want a sand bag if I were going 
to exercise my biceps. 

I would not slap any man. I do not 
think it is much above spitting in a 
man's face, and I never intend to strike 
any man until I think I ought to put 
into it the same energy that character- 
izes me iu other things, and had I done 
that iu Colonel's Shelby's case, my fist 
would just about have taken in Colonel 
Shelby's entire countenance, with pie 
crust iadeiitatious and scallops, around 
the entire periphery, and all of his feat- 
ures would have been graded to one 
common level just like he had lain flat 
on his back and let the willipuswallipus 
run over him, while his spectacles for 
he wears them too would have been 
driven, glasses and frames and all, into 
his eyes, and he would have gone wan- 
dering around like a blind dog in a meat 
house. But, as I say, I was not built 
that way, and rather 'than hit him as a 
means of loosening his hold, we agreed 
to a truce that stipulated that 1 should 
let go his ancestral toothpicks and his 
right hand, and he should 
"Take his hand from out mv whiskers, 
And his bust from out mv door," 
after the sty le of Poe's "Raven." 

Soon the newspaper reporters were on 
to it. and came irom "anywhere every- 
where out iu the world" like vultures to 
the carcas, and while 1 was explaining 
all the maneuvers of the engagement. 1 
put my baud on my beard and found 
that divers and sundry of them had been 
uprooted, but were still on their native 
he. ah, These I ga\e to Col. Polk, late 
ot the Transcript, and he wrapped them 

■pin two hum Mwspapara. and struck 

out lor the K\po. to add them to hit 
very interesting collection ot war relic-, 
now on exhibition there 

If Colonel Shelby got aw ay w ith any 
ot them, he ought to preser\e them as a 
hair loom, for they are the only whlakwa 

hi hia totally, a«d if he will bang them 

out and let the wind blow through his 
whisker-, to his highly imaginative ear 
they might 111. ike music as sweet as a 
troubadour, or a- when 
"Il«t bail 



To make the gold strings" 

when, according to my poetic namesake 

the Syren of old was transformed into a 

harp. 

But I am growing pr"dx and runnin* 
into poelry, arid wl.l help out. Dr. Wattl, 
in a little piece of pious and parting ad- 
vice to Colonel Shelby, thusly: 
"Little children never let 
Your angry passions rise, bj 
Your little hands were never made 
To punch each others eyes. 
Go forth in lamb like innocence, 
Those happy sportive friskers 
But do not let your little paws 
Pull out each others whiskers. 
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llgtfloB 1in» Intclv witten nn Article 
on MteMa Uiat linn put I (jrcat many of 
the theological liow WOW1 1" harking nt 
Ma, «« Acir* h»rk nl (lir moon. 

Ingrrsoll replies to tlictn collectively, 
In reply Ingersoll nays: "The existence 
of (loci 1 neither affirm nor deny. I wait. 
The Immortality of the tral I neither af- 
firm nm deny I hope hope for all the 
children of men. I have never denied 
the existence of another world, nor the 
immortality of the soul." 

Of course I appreciate that all laMcIa 
ulinuld greatly defer to Injfersoll. He is 
today, without a single exception, the 
■MM 1'ioniinent man in the world, and 
lie has fairly won his spurs and his 
laurels No king, president or orator tn 
the world is his peer, and I helieve in 
Kcatlering now in his path, while he 
lives, some of the flowers that are wait- 
ing to lie laid on his grave when he dies. 

Hut (or all this I do not think that we 
wlm work, more humlily in his depart- 
ment of thought, should merge our in- 
dividuality into his. 

For a man who has seen the truth as 
plainly as Ingersoll has, and who has 
hart the moral convictions that he has 
had, ha has been immensely conserva- 
tive, and much of his success is justly 
Bttrihulahle to that thorough self pos- 
session that enables him to receive, in 
jjoocl humor, the vile anil unjust thrusts 
that the preachers and priests and their 
satellites have continually made at him. 
Hut while we can show ourselves, intel- 
lectually and morally, the superiors of 
these cattle, I am by no means certain 
that it is best for all infidels to submit 
«p docilely to the bullragging of these 
professional gospel slingers. 

If I felt that in all cases thev were 
honest 1 v ignorant, there is no man who 
would, any more than I, plead for pa- 
tience with them, and, from these back- 
woods people who write to me, I have 
taken 1 heir criticisms as kindly as em- 
body OHmM to do, for their own 
and for the general good; but muclfthat 
is said to us, and about us, by these bet- 
ter educated preachers, is simply cheek, 
and insolence, that they gain from a 
feeling that they are in the majority, and 
I think it is wholesome to knock them 
out, in the most summary style. 

The more educated preachers in Lex- 
ington know that the stories of Noah s 
ark and Jonah's whale, and all of that 
kind of stuff, are simply a lot of old lies, 
just as well as I do, and I am under no 
obligation to beat all considerate oftheir 
feelings, in my talking about these 
things, when they know, and I know, 
and everybody else knows, that thev are 
simply telling these old varns to wheedle 
the ignorant out of their money. 

But I started out to make some com- 

filaint against Ingersoll's expressions, 
t has been more than a quarter a ot centu- 
ry since he began to champion infidel 
thought, and it does seem to me that he 
is not moving up his pegs as the world 
advances. 



<v I think agnosticism is ■ modest word, 
and I don't like the man who claims to 



ing but highly sublimated mechanical 
processes; and if Col. Ingersoll wants, for 
convenience of expression, to personal- 
ize these philosophical principle-, and 
call them all Cod, and do it with this 
explanation, while, even then, I do not 
think it would be advisable, because it 
would be liable to mislead, I would not 
seriouslv protest against it But I do 
most earnestly, protest against Col. In- 
gersoll saying that he is not ready to 
deny the existence of Ood, when he has 
reason to believe, and when it is experi- 
mentally true, that Jews and Christians 
are quoting his language to prove that 
there is some such being as that one 
that they say made lice a tool and a half 
deep all over Kgvpt, and hail to come 
down out ol the clouds to stop those 
fellows in the plains of Shinar 
building a winding stairway to 
by fixing up the language business so 
that when a Hebrew bricklayer yelled 
"More mort," the hod carrier answered 
"Parley vous I'rancais" and the disgust 
ed boss said "C.ott in Ilinitnel; verflueh- 
ter Schwcinlnuiil," and the contractors 
threw up the contract because the work 
men could not understand each other. 

Whilethere are, almost certainly, other 
worlds than one, that have intelligent 
existences in them there is no reason to 
suppose there is ' another world," in the 
sense that Col. Ingersoll evidently 
means, unless he still has in him, the 
dregs of the old religious superstition in 
which we were born, that taught alike 
that there was a heaven and a hell, the 
latter of which Col. Ingersoll discards 
indignantly, while he admits that he has 
a kind of a sneaking idea that there may- 
be a heaven where we will all wear gof- 
den slippers and plunk harps.. 

I do not believe in any kind of expe- 
diency, or policy, that is anything less 
than the whole truth about anything 
that we discuss, and it seems to me that 
as Ingersoll, is in his politics afraid to 
say anything against the liquor business, 
because he does not want to antagonize 
the beer drinking German Rationalists, 
so in his religion, after having kicked 
clear out of the orthodox harness, he 
thinks it best to throw a sop to the 
good theological Cerberns, and a tub to Jonah's 
whale, by suggesting that he is not so 
ilurned certain, after all, that, after death, 
we may not meet somewhere in the sky 
and have a regular old he picnic sitting 
on damp clouds, and d ; scussing politics 
and theology. 

It is highly probable, almost certain, 
that some part of our present corporosi- 
ty will, some time after our death, be 
taken up, and be made apart of the body 
of some other man; but that the individ- 
uality of each of us is so thoroughly- 
destroyed by the disintegration of death 
that there is not the remotest possibility 
of any "immortality," in the sense that 
the Christians and Col. Ingersoll here 
use the word, is a foregone conclusion to 
any man who recognizes the scientific 
fact that the phenomenon of thought is 
simply a mechanical result of the opera- 
tion of the brain, as sight is ol the eye, 
and that therefore our consciousness 
and our sight are equally destroyed when 
our brains andour eyes are destroyed, 
as they will be.by death. 




know it all; but take that first 
"'The existence of God I neither affirm 

£or deny," and I exceedingly doubt if 
lat is a proper utterance to come, just 
As he prints it, from a recognized infidel 
lead r at this day 

Of course no man can affirm a nega- 
tive, and he can not, in that sense, say 
positively that there is no God. printed 
with a big G as he prints it; but, with 
the same propriety — or impropriety — 
Mr. Ingersoll could say, "The existence 
of witches I neither affirm nor deny." 

Of course he would not dare to affirm 
their existence, and of course, logically 
all he can do is to let some other man 
affirm the existence of witches while he 
answers the arguments of the other man, 
and the burden of proof logically lying 
upon him who affirms that which is con- 
trary to human experience, the man who 
affirms the existence ot witches loses his 
case uuless he adduces and sustains, 
against competent opposition, evidence 
of the existence of witches. 

Mr. Ingersoll must know that the word, 
''God," printed with a big initial, is an 
appropriated term, used by Jews, Chris- 
tians and infidels in this country, to des- 
ignate a certain impersonation and in- 
dividuality, that Jews and Christians be- 
live in, and that this "God" has not only- 
had long conversations with Moses, but 
that he did, on one occasion, expose to 
Moses his "hinder parts," and that this 
"God" has very many of the distinguish- 
ing features of very bad men. 

Col. Ingersoll certainly knows that we 
have precisely the same kind of evidence 
for the existence of ghosts and witches 
that we have for the existence of this 
"God," and that if he is not ready to af- 
firm or deny the existence of God, which 
can only mean the conventional God, un- 
less there is accompanying explanation 
to the contrary, he ought not to affirm 
or deuy the existence of ghosts and 
witches, which is something that Col. 
Ingersoll is, of course, not ready to say. 

For terseness and brevity we can not 
always enter into minute explanation of 
our terminology, anil we frequently have 
to leave much to the supposed under- 
standing of our readers to guard against 
cumbering our salient ideas with words, 
and if Col. Ingersoll would occasionally 
say to us that M does not mean by the 
word "Gad" what is commonly meant by 
it, we could take, without complaint, 
many utterances like this that I am crit- 
icising But if he has ever done this I 
do not know about it, and consequently 
when Col. linjersoll says, without any 
explanation, that he is not willing to 
deuy the existence of that great monster 
and boss hobgoblin commonly called 
"God," it rather stuns me, and I feel 
like rising to a point of information. 

That the origin of the universe, in 
which the whole human race is just as 
much of an accident as any clod that lies 
in the road, is unthinkably wonderful, 
and away beyond any mental stretch 
that has yet been made, is by all wise 
men readily admitted, and that what we 
recognize as purely mechanical laws 
may by reguler grudatioiis merge into 
principles so subtile that we naturally 
call them intellectual operations, I read- 
ily admit, and we see daily, in natural 
history, steps toward life from the abso 
lute deailness of a stone, that gosograd 
ually, from inanimate to animal life 
that m < an not say w here one ends ami 
the other begins, ami I am willing to 
say that back of all the phenomena of 
the universe, that are recognized as 
purely mechanical, ami material, there 
are principles, which according to the 
tests of the imperfect apparatus that we 
possess, with which to examine them, 
appear to us to be intellectual ami think- 
; principles, ami, for that 



that are smarter than I am, bit 
hen in jail more than mv of tr 
believe I have sacrificed more 
cause of infidelity than any mn 
the world, and believe 1 ought 
sole legatee of Ingersoll's ' 
ally, and choses in action, 
him, as I intend to do. 

I do not claim to have exerted n< in- 
fluence in as high a caste of thoiigtt as 
Ingersoll has done. 

When I was a preacher I preferred to 
leave the caste of society into winch I 
was born, and in which I was reAred nnd 
educated, and to go out into the hedges 
and highways of life, and to exert my 
influence among the lowly, mc i_. us nn 
inlidel. my scheme has been to ^wt my 
hav so low down that the lamlis could 
nibble on it as well as the big sheer 

While Ingersoll was "loaded foi bar'' 
such as Taliuage. and has knockeil him 
out, I have done more to clean not such 
a blatherskite as Sam Jones, by fighting 
the devil with his own fire, than Inger 
soil could do, or has done; and sini'ii 
days are now numbered. 

When Sam quit "preaching" ami went 
to trying to edit a t>aper, he Ikt. w up 
the sponge, anil today. Sam is labelled 
and stuck away in the department of 
theological fossils 

Talm ige snd Sam started at tfci big 
big end of the horn and came g#» t the 
little end; old Bob and I started it the 
little end and are coming out at the big 
end. • 

The longer Talmage and Sam lived 
the fewer friends and admirers they 
had; the longer Ingersoll and I sllrW the 
more friends and admirers we have. 
The race for fame between I-'rror and 



it is going to try 




Truth is just that between the 
tortoise. Krror gallops off li t 
gets the laugh of the ponulac 
Truth that crawis along, hut ki 
ing. While Krror, in its feelin 
curity, lies down to take a naj 



and 




toise crawls along while "Itrer Rahn't" is 
asleep, and goes under the statCg and 
scoops the stakes 



The world knows about Voltaire, but 
it would entirely forget about John Cal- 
vin if we infidels did not use him to 
make fun of him 

The world knows Ingersoll, but for- 
gets about Joseph Cook, the preacher, 
except when he comes around periodi- 
cally, to lecture, under the auspices of 
some checker playing Y. M. C. A*rr f( 
ball playing college boys. 



about the size of what 
to be. 

When there were the two, the rascali- 
ty of either one of them was sorter 
headed olf bv the jealousy of the other, 
lint, as it is now, the people will only 
have "Hopson' s choice; " that is, "be- 
tween the Devil and the deep blue sea 

"hawk and 
nnd the fire ' 

It is simply a scheme to get the i itv 
printing, and the city could get that 
done much cheaper atid better than it is 
done, bv editing its own newspaper. 

I am fairly good friends to everybody 
I in the new deal, though I am not spec 
j ially stuck on the Junior Duncan, whose 
! chief fault, or mistortiine, is that he is 
his daddy's ownesl own; but I am will- 
ing to send mv New Year's greetings to 
the gang, and wish them much joy so 
so long as they try to be even ordinarily 
honest for Kentucky newspapers. 

It may be that I am just jealous of 
young Duncan's personal pulchritude, as 
I am ambitious in that line mv own self ; 
but it seems to me that there is a kind 
of pink and white peach fuzziness about 
the cheek of this young son of his May- 
oral father, that would better fit him for 
a position on the staff of a Ladies' Maga- 
zine, where He could tell about women's 
gowns and Psyche knots, rf id ouine 
ftlU U. than where he would be called 
upon to tonzle his hair and disturb his 
brain or the cranial environment where 
that organ ought to be by butting his 
head up against such knotty, and secu- 
lar, and mundane questions 
and religion. 

I have no grudge against Duncan fits 
nor />< > ,; for that matter. They live, 
and eat, and sleep, and write, and talk, 
fully up to the measure of their capacity; 
and that is all that Talstot or Gladstone 
could do; and what these two journalists 
have, from time to time, done to blast 
me, was not so much because they are 
any worse than any of the rest of us as 
because they were' made cat's paws, by- 
meaner men, who had more sense than 
they, and they are just what they are be- 
cause they are built that way. 

Baxter, the author of "The Saint's 
Rest," was by large odds the best man 
in the whole gang, and they fired him 
because he is a heathen, and they don't 
want any man about that combination 
only religion is to be - 
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Wo notice that Mr. C. C. Moore^of the 
Blue Grass Blade, has opened his col- 
umns for the discussion of how to res- 
cue the fallen women of the country, a 
question of prime importance, we think, 
and one that shouldlengage the attention 
of every true philanthropist. We are 
glad to note that a good deal is n»w be- 
ing said on this subject, more perhaps, 
than ever before, but nobody ever said 
anything about rescuing the fallen men. 

We have thought some along this line, 
and the conclusion forced upon our 
mind is, that the first thing to bcidone 
in disposingof the social evil is to .Wise 
some plan of rescuing the fallen men. 
Every time a woman falls a tnJn falls 
with her, and the man falls just low- 
as does the woman. This is a 
should- be rscognized *in-t! 
of every attempt at rescuing tn 
in mind, 




An lutidel Poem That Equak Homer 

or Milton. 
f 

In the Freethinkers' Magazinr^i No- 
vember '94, is a poem by F. V. Mann, 
M. D., of San Francisco, California, en- 
titled "Age of Reason," whic'i I think, 
regarded merely as a specinn n of poetic 
art, is up to the very highest that has 
been achieved by Milton or Homer, be- 
side being a compendium of the most 
advanced of modern thought along the- 
ological lines. 

It is naturally- the unscrupulous poli- 
cy of the church to underrate the attain- 
ments of our infidel writers, and I wish 
that all infidels who read the Blade, and 
who are inclined to resent this injustice, 
that the church is practicing against in- 
fidel thinkers, would write to the editor 
of The Freethinkers' Magazine, for his 
last November issue, and get that poem 
and keep it, simply to answer these re- 
ligious fools and frauds who think that 
the preachers know it all, and that what 
they do not know is not worth knowing. 

The whole Magazine, in every depart- 
ment ot its get up, is a perfect "gem of 
purest ray- serene.' 

The address of its editor is H. L. 
Green, 213 E. Indiana St., Chicago, Ills. 
His name is the only verdant thing about 
him. 

He might send you a sample copy just 
for the asking, but you must not ask 
him to do that. His terms are "20 cents 
a single number," and you must send 
bini the monoy for it, because it costs 
him just as much to give you one issue 
of his magazine as it costs you to give 
him 20 cents. 

If you use tobacco just quit using it 
long enough to make that 20 cents, and 
if you don't use tobacco you can afford 
to pay him 20 cents out of the money 
that you thus save. 

There are thousands of people in this 
State who think there are only two infi- 
dels in the world, and that Bob Ingersoll 
is one of them and that I am the other, 
and they think Ingersoll is eloquent and 
that I am a sort of an educated Sam Jones 
that has turned honest. But this poem 
by Dr. Mann is far ahead, both in style 
and sentiment, of anything that Inger- 
soll has ever said, while it is as radically- 
infidel as auything that I have ever said. 

I would reprint the whole poem in the 
Blade except that it would occupy so 
much space, and probably would not be 
so perfectly done as the Freethinker's 
Magazine has done it, and it can be bet- 
ter preserved in the magazine form, and 
I want to help him any way. 

Its editor has proposed to me to put 
a picture of me as a frontispiece of an 
early issue of bis magazine, and a sketch 
of my life. 

If enough persons w ant to see the is- 
sue that will have my picture, with my 
curls that have been made famous by 
the fact that Bill, Owens' allusion to 
them knocked him out of a seat in Con- 
gress -and will write to me to that ef- 
fect, I will try to get Hro. Green to re- 
produce the poem of Dr. Maun, in the 
issue having my picture, and send it to 
them at somewhat reduced rates. 

There is one thing in which I can lay 
it over Ingersoll. There may be some 
particulars in which he may beat me on 
the internal get up of his head, but 
when it comes to the outside of our 
Beads I have more hair in a minute than 
old Kob h is had ill fortv years. 

There- is a whole lot of us tning to Jeliosiphat, or Nel<uchaiinc-//aror Mallei 
outlive Ingersoll, because we want his shalaihashbaz. 
mantle when he goes up to get his harp I would rather name a bOf 
ami golden slippers, and I want it nil Indians, SIR k 111 llic-mud, or 
derstood now that if he goes into his the-day, or Maii-uol-afi aid ol 
wooden overcoat before I do, I am an | If they would call the j 



and it should be 
wherever a man and 
in ninety 
the man is 
woman. 

These facts seem never to have occur 
red to society, and we may hazard some- 
thing in thus calling attention to them; 
but be that as it may they are facts, 
stern, irresistable facts that meet us 
right on the threshold of all efforts at 
rescuing the fallen women. 

The standard of womanly virtue is 
very high, and we think it is perfectly 
right that it should be, but there is no 
reason why we should not raise the 
standard of manly virtue just as high, 
and keep it there, too, by the same 
watchful care. This double standard of 
virtue is the real source of our social 
evil and until we abandon it that evil 
will be upon us. 

Society- is exacting as to womanly 
character, but lax in its demands upou 
men. When a woman falls she isi utter- 
ly cast out and at once, but tin. fallen 
man is soon forgiven and allowe I to go 
on as if he had committed no sin at all, 
and this especially the case if 1 s hap- 
pens to be a man of wealth. Neil icr in- 
telligence, wealth nor high socia posi- 
tion will save the fallen womai then 
why should the man go free ? 

This double standard could be >roken 
up by the women, and that too, if a very 
short time, and we think it aboilt time 
for them to take the initiative in lhat di- 
rection. There is not a society fcvoman 
in the country who could not Inform 
herself as to the character of tl>e men 
she allows to associate with her,* and if 
the women would require of the 'men as 
pure as the men, even though flhey be 
impure themselves, require of tl cm, the 
fallen of either sex would soon be re- 
ducee to only a fe 



Big Four Route. 

BEST LINE TO AND FROM 

CHICAGO 

Solid Vestibuled Trains, with Buffet 
Parlor Cars. Elegant Coaches, Dining 
Cars, Wagner Sleeping Cars, magnifi- 
cently furnished with toilet accessories 
in each compartment. 

ST. LOUIS 

Solid Vestibuled Trains with Buffet 
Farlor Cars, Coaches and Dining Cars, 
and Wagner Buffet Sleeping Cars. 

BOSTON 

The only through Sleeping Car line 
from Cincinnati. 

NEW YORK 

The "Southwestern Limited" Solid 

gfctfthllfcd • Trains-, Witt* Combination 

Library, Buffet and Smoking Cars, Wag 
ner Sleeping Cars, Elegant Coaches and 
Dining Cars, landing passengers in New 
York City at 42d Street Depot. - Posi- 
tively no Ferry Transfer. 

Be sure your tickets read via Big Four 
E. O. McCormick, D. B. Martin, 

Pass. Traf. Mangr. Gen'l. P & T Agt. 



Righteousness and peace haw met to- 
gether; mercy and truth have kissed each 
other,'' with an accent on the truth. 

A hyphen grows right out of the bos- 
om of the Press right over into the bos- 
om of the Transcript, and "the twain are 
made one flesh," like the late lamented 
Chang and Eng. commonly known as 
the Siamese twins. 

They call the twins, or the twin, ac- 
cording as we regard it singly or dually 
the Press-Transcript. 

Solomon said "A good name ijs rather 
to be chosen than great riches,"! and Hen 
Franklin, a much wiser and much better 
man, said "Give a dog a bad name and 
kill him." 

The Press Transcript is simply the 
most execrable name that any n.-wspaper 
ever had except the Kentui kiau-Citi/eu. 

Men who are utterly devoid cf any up 
precialiou of nomenclature have no 
more right to name a paper a durned 
piece of nonsense like that, ami lake up 
the lime of the people in calling it, than 
sonic Bible crank has a right to hamli 
Cap his boy, through life, by naming him 



Instruction to Agents for 
Grass Blade. 



Lexington, Kv., Oct. 4, '94. 
From this date any one wanting to be 
an Agent for the sale of the Blue Grass 
Blade, must send me 2 Cents for each 
copy that he wants (provided he takes as 
many as 10 eopies), so that the money 
will "get to me on Wednesday before the 
Sunday on which the paper will be 
dated. 

If the money does, not get to me by 
Wednesday I will retain it, and send the 
papers for it the next week. 

Each Agent thus buys his papers 
straight out, and he can sell them at any 
price he wants and none will be taken 
back Charles C Moore. Editor. 
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SAID 



That nothing is wanting to ths enjoy- 
ment of the most fastidious. The 0. H. & 
1'. have three through teams dully be- 
tween Cincinnati and Detroit, via Toledo, 
carrying sletplmfcars of the mostruodern 
pattern 011 ultjut trulus, and for duy 
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The Parlor Cars are the li nest out of Cin- 
cinnati, trains makliiK direct connection 
with all lines either ruil or bout) at To- 



ledo and Detroit for the summer resorts 
of MlehlKuu. 1 ■unudauml the Lukes ; while 
the service that 
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The Cincinnati, Hamilton & Day toa K. 
R .and return to yoi 1- home, physically 
m l mentnll.i refreshed, und your ldaaa 
1, oadi ned. For. full Information, app^r 
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House Furnishing Goods. 37 North 

Lexington, Kentucky. 




This Stove sells 
for 

No. 74, $14 00 
« 84, 15 00 

Everybody 
Wants 

Home Made Stoves and Ranges. 

We will supply you cheaper than any of 'em. See our 
$2.50 and $8.00. No. 7 Lucky Cook Stove $6.00. 

Also call on ua,forCoal Hods, Vaaee^ Tinware, Wo 
bleware. We will save you money. Don't buy until you see us Our 
Retail Department 123 East Main street. 

Lexington Foundry Company. 




^BVRNS 8 LEWIS.* 

Grain, Coal. Feed, 

Seed. levator and Yard, 3d and George- 
town St. Tel. 87. Office 17 W. Short 

Tel. 74. 

FALLS BEANCH JELLICO COAL. 

BEST IN THE MARKET. 

COALBURG COAL ALL KENTUCKY COALS. 



FURS! 

$8,000 

t 

WORTH OF 

Purs, Purs ! 

To be closed out at once at Panic Prices. 
We have never offered such bargains. Do 
not miss this opportunity to secure a hand 
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r. D. C. 



a Chris- 
in 



Mr Dudley C Lojran, of thin city, tlic 
morning after (. hrislnms, got up from 

hi* braaViaal Ubto, before lie had finish- 

cil his bl—kftt,— id walked out « little 
distance on his premises, ami having 
stmd so long that it nttrarted the ntten 
tion of his family, liis wife went out ami 
fonml him with I hull in his drain, that 
corresponded with ralihrc of hi- pistol 
that lay beside him. 

Hehnil large life insurance, fio/wm, of 
whirh was an accident policy, that was 
forfeited in case of suicide. 

The average Lexington newspaper 
does not hesitate to lie when it can 
make anything by it, and when these 
papers saw that they could make more 
money by helping the I,oga»s who rep- 
resented considerable money, than they 
did by telling the truth that would help 
a Life Insurance company, that doe* not 
subscribe for Lexington newspapers, they 
to mike it appear that Mr. Logan had 
been murdered by somebody when there 
was no reason to believe anything of the 
kind. I was told, by the ( :hief of Police, 
a reliable gentleman who understands 
his business, and also by Mr. Logan's 
intimate friend, who was bv far the most 
competent witness, but who wants his 
name witheld, that they believed it was 
a suicide. 

Mr. Logan was from Dog pennell, and 
I know more about him and his antece- 
denta than all the editors in Lexington 
put together, and I have not the remot- 
est doubt that it was a case of suicide. 

I do not believe in eulogizing people 
simply because they are dead. I have 
the deepest sympathy for his bereaved 
friends, many of whom are my friends. 
Mr. Logan intellectually and morally, 
was a fair specimen of our fair average 
aociety. He was a quiet, sober, business 
man, with whom I dealt, and I do not 
remember to have ever heard anybody 
aay anything against him; nor has he, so 
far as I know, in any way distinguished 
himself as a humanitarian. 

fellowship, 



He was a member, in full 
in the Christian church. 

Under these circumstances, the indi- 
cations are that he has suicided under 
the influence of business depression. 

It is not only the duty of all editors to 
talk plainly about these matters, but it 
is more than ordinarily my duty to do 
so, as I make a specialty of discussing 
auch matters. 

I agree with some of Ingersoll's recent 
utterances that there are times when it 
is not only a man's right to destroy his 
own life, but when it is his duty to do 

80. 

For two years after the series of out- 
rages against my rights that culminated 
in my being put in jail by the Christian 
church at Paris, I was on the verge of 
what would have been called insanity 
had I voluntarily killed myself; and I 
went carefully, and as dispassionately as 
a man can under the circumstances, over 
the whole argument for and against sui- 
cide, and now think that I would have 
killed myself, except for my duty to my 
family and to my friends, and for the 
hope that I might live, as I have done, 
to expose the injustice of the church and 
*-*ie religion of which I was the victim. 

Except for these considerations it 
would have been the height of folly for 
me to have lived, for, even with these 
thoughts to encourage me to live, life 
was a burden to me, sa deep had these 
religious fanatics cut into my pride, and 
crushed my spirit, when I believed that 
by just laying a handerchief saturated 
with chloroform over my face, after hav- 
ing taken a dose of opium, I could sleep 
into everlasting rest, and do that which 
would make the honest and good of my 
countrymen resent the indignity that 
had been done me by Christian bigots 
and whisky fiends. 

I saved one man from suicide by 
it took almost my last 
to do it; and I have gone with 
who purposed suicide, as far 
down iuto the dark valley and shadow 
of death as almost any man could go to 
e back again, and I do not believe 
is a man in this State who is in 



wlthtl 



shape for intelligent sympathy 
i the suicide than I am, and while I 
do not blame Mr. Logan for killing him- 
self—assuming that he did it— for no 
manis going to take his own life, until 
heHTiinks he is right in doing so, I do 
think it is one instance in which a sui- 
cide has made a mistake, as I suppose is 
the case in most instances. 

I know a number of instances of drun- 
ken men, in Lexington, who for their 
own good and the good of their friends, 
would do much better if they would go 
and kill themselves by some more manly 
suicide than the hoggish manner in 
which they are now doing it by drunken- 
ness, if they intend to go ahead as they 
are doing, but I would not advise them 
to do it because I know that they can re- 
form, and have seen just as bad cases 
that did reform; and suicide is only war- 
ranted as a last resort. 

Mr. Logan was iuvited, only a few 
months since, by a mutual friend to 
meet me at his house, aud we occupied 
the evening discussing my religious 
opinions. Had Mr. Logan given me a 
chance to talk to him, alter having told 
me, in confidence, that he was contem- 

£ luting suicide, I believe he uever would 
ave suicided 

There are lessons to be learned from 
the way men die. Judge Ueid, my bos- 
om frieud, was one of the purest men I 
ever knew, and one of the grandest in- 
tellects, except as his uu nt.il vigor was 
imparied by the most orthodox belief 
in the religion of which he was a most 
earnest advocate; and yet he put a pistol 
to his head and blew his bruins out. 

W. 1'. White oue of the most promi- 
nent iufiedls in Lexiugton, recently- 
died, lie saw certain death coining on 
him, but until the lust moment he talk- 
ed like u philosopher, and asked that his 
remains should be buried in the sun- 
niest manner possible, and that if any- 
body made an address about him, I 
should be the man to do it. ami his last 
words were all tenderness and kindness 
for those around him. 

Ingersoll has lately written uu article 
against the law of New York that puu- 
islies unsuccessful attempts ut suicide, 
unci gives us an instance, whether real 
or suppositious I could not gather, I 
woman who, driven to despair by trou- 
ble, jumped oil a pier into t'le ocean to 
drown lieis.-ll, a id, having been rescued 
by the police, »U put into jail because 
she had violated the law of New York 
against suicide. 

A man in Lexiugton bus now been liv 
iug, for weeks, wall u bullet live indies 
in his bruin, uud will ulinost certainly 
get well with it ill there. Mr 



lived for ha f a day with the hnllit in his 
brain, and had he gotten well n« the 
other man has done, ami that New Vork 
law had been in vogue in Kentucky it 
would have been proper for Kev 
Sonthgate and I ominonwealth's Attorn- 
ey Hronston, the two that put me in jail 
for blasphemy, to have gotten Mr Lo- 
gan indicted, by a grand jury, with his 
own church brother, the pious Joe Wot 
folk as foreman, and to have punished 
Mr, Logan for an attempt to violate the 
law against suicide. 

If Mr. Logan ought to have been pun- 
ished for any crime it ought to nave 
been for murder which is a capital 
(rime, and therefore he should have 
been killed for his attempted suicide; 
and as there ought to be some sort of 
parity bet ween the crime and the punish- 
ment, Mr Logan should have been shot 
to death for attempting to kill himself 
by shooting, and tlie New York woman 
should have been drowned for attempt- 
ing to drown herself 

Neither of these would be any more 
absurd than the fact that the Court of 
Appeals is today discussing whether or 
not I ought again to be imprisoned be- 
cause I said It mis Christ had a human 
father just as I had. 

Injustice of this kind will characterize 
our courts just so long as the preacher 
is allowed to throw the I 'pas shade of 
his influence over them. 

What Ingersoll said about suicide is 
just what would commend itsell to any 
man of brains and common fairness, just 
as I know what I am here saying will do; 
but every little jack leg upstart of a 
preacher all over the country is joining 
in the hue and cry that Ingersoll and in- 
fidelity are a bail man anil a bad thing, 
because Ingersoll is advising suicide, 
while the facts are that Christians arc 
blowing out their brains, while infidels 
are dying like philosophers 

It will be a cold day when Ingersoll 
blows out hisihrains; colder than any in 
the late blizzard. 

Ingersoll is earnestly ami intelligently 
trying to save Christian people from the 
natural and baneful results of their own 
superstitious philosophy, but the preach- 
ers tlo not want him to succeed at it, 
because it would knock the profits off 
their business for him to do so. 

From the Most Brains and Heart in 
any Sole Corporation in Ken- 
tucky, Except My Wife. 
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Hsve Pound Some of My 



the ■ 
infidel 
in tl 



94- 



Versailles, Ky., Dec. 31 
Mr. Charles C. Moore. 

Dear Sir: — In the Blade of Dec. 30 I 
notice a letter to you from Mr. H. L. 
Green, editor of the Freethinker's Maga- 
zine of Chicago, saying he would like to 
publish a sketch of your life. 

I have been a constant reader of the 
Freethinker's Magazine for two years, 
and find it one of the fairest and ablest 
exponents of reason, justice and common 
sense, in the magazine literature of this 
country. 

In token of my appreciation of and 
gratitude to you, for the magnificent 
service vou are rendering the world, by 
throwing the light of the torch of rea- 
son, into the creed, code and custom 
bound minds of men and women, and 
for being yourself, though steeped in 
heathenism, ■ luural'giaul, bUiI *. shining 
example of pure living and high think- 
ing, I ask that I may be permitted to 

S re pare this sketch of our Kentucky 
eathen, for the Freethinker's Magazine. 
Should you conaent I will say that I 
will be unable to perform the pleaaant 
task until after my return from the 
National Suffrage Convention which 
meets at Atlanta, January 31st, aa I have 
full of work until after that 



my 
time. 



Very truly, 
Josephine K. Henry. 



It looks like lota of honor for the 
amount of man meat involved, but I am 
getting right much stuck on myself 
these times, and, as I have had my full 
share of cussing, if anybody wants to 
give me any taffy I am just exactly going 
to let them do it, and I shall take my 
hair out of the curl papers and have me 
a photograph taken up to date, and do 
my level best to look stunning in a fine 
engraving as a frontispiece to a splen- 
did Chicago Magazine. 

Mrs. Henry aad I were girls together 
when I was a preacher and she was a 
teacher, antl if a rebel soldier boy had 
not gone for her and got her, aad an- 
other girl had not gone for me and got 
me, there is no telling how different 
things might have been. 

She was one of my parishioners when 
I was a clergyman, and you can catch 
some hints of my religious training of 
her sticking out of her yet. 

You can bet your sweet life I will give 
her the job of writing that sketch for the 
Freethinker's Magazine, and I shall mail 
the original of the letter, with directions 
to return it, to Bro. Green at Chicago, 
that he may make arrangements for the 
publication. 

In the Febuary number of the Arena, 
the best magazine in America, Mrs. 
Henry will have an article on the "New 
Woman of the New South." 

Is Billy Breckinridge Coming Oyer 
to us Heathen ? 



The Commercial-Gazette in talking 
about what Billy Breckinridge said, in 
his Cincinnati lecture says: 

"He declared he could but admire the 
heretic, whom he described as one just a 
little in advance of his generation, yet a 
part of it, and who was probably open 
fug the door to a better destiny for his 
people." 

This sounds very much like Hilly 
wants to come over ami join us heretics, 
siuce they have fired hiuiout of the Pres- 
byterian church. 

I'uder any circumstances I am iu favor 
of receiving, into our communion, any 
man who says he is sorry for ever having 
believed ill religion uud now wants to 
repent uud be u better mun, without ex- 
amining him any further; uud thcu we 
can kick bun out if he does not show 
that he is a true iutidel by leading uu 
honest uud exemplary life. But if Billy 
Breckinridge applies for admission iuto 
our fraternity, I hereby say to ull the 
faithful, thai 1 am in favor of iuiroduc 
iug, 111 Billy's case, the Methodist "prob- 
ation" plan, ami lake Hilly in only 011 a 
six months trial. 

It is taiite probable that Billy uever 
has believed iii religion any more than 1 
do, but I am not willing to risk linn uu 
til he brings lorth^ fruit meet for repeut 



When, near the end of 
the pulpit to 
not know of but 
world who agreed with Bie 

That was oltl General t '.arranl 
county, in this State, whose wil 
baptized, antl the only other inlu' 
I bail met I had baptized, and n 
into the church. 

I had never heard of Ingersoll, an. 
not for a long time afterward, antl as 

Genera! Garrard was a private citizt . 
anil an old man in a part of the State 
remote from me, I had to light my battbt 
against the church single handed, so far 
as I was concerned. 

When Ingersoll arose, like a full orbed 
sun that scattered mists anil darkness, 
I hailed him as the great apostle ol the 
new era that he has proven to be, antl ft 
talk with him anil then auothertalk with 
Henry Ward Beecher, who was in judg- 
ment just as much of an infidel as Inger- 
soll is, gave me all the assurance that I 
was right in my position I have to this I 
day. 

But neither Ingersoll nor Beecher 
have ever tiecn my highest ideals of in- 
fidels, because neither of them had «ll j 
the courage of their convictions. Beech- 1 
er showed that by expressing himself so 
that while the intelligent only could 
read, between the lines, what he thought" 
the masses could not see it, and he drew 
his salary as a preacher. 

Ingersoll, to this day, truckles to tlie 
litjuor traffic, because he is afraid to re- 
buke that immorality, and he gets no 
no small part of his pay by pandering to 
it, just as the preachers tlo. But I h«v 
found four men who are infidels aw? 
who are as nearly kindred spirits with 
me as men often get to be. 

Taking them in the order of my ac- 
quaintance with them they are B. '>. 
Flower of Boston, Editor of the "Arena." 
R. C. Cave of St. Louis, Kditor of the 
"Non-Sectarian," J. D. Shaw of Waco, 
Texas, Kditor of the "Independent Pul- 
pit," and R. D. Green af Chicago, Editor 
of the "Freethinker's Magazine." 

A bond of union between me and all of 
these is that they are trying to make 
men happier by making them purer and 
better, and they appreciate that beside 
the arguments we make against all reli- 
gions, or religions of any orthadox kind, 
we must try to make infidels better and 
more honest men than Charistians are. 

Ingersoll, as an iconoclast and demol- 
ishes is a first class success, and such a 
man is necessary to clear out the reli- 
gious superstitions in advance to the re- 
constructionists. 

I am no architect, but I can tear down 
old houses faster than a half dozen good 
carpenters can build new ones. 

The French Revolution was all right 
as far as it went, but it did not go far 
enough. It's leaders tore down an im- 
mense lot of old dilapidated supersti- 
tions, but when the streets of Paris were 
full of the debris of these old rat harbors, 
the people, turned out of houae and home 
to the storms, admitted that their old 
houses had been pretty bad, but when 
they aaked for the new homes that they 
wanted, the leaders of the Revolution 
did not have them to supply, and they 
were again an easy prey to the pr:."st», 
1 that were ready to help -th'sm to Jb*d 
again their old homes, out of the l ame 
old material, while the victims of their 
fraud were, less than ever, inclined to 
listen to any man who decried religion. 

The thing for na now to do is to show 
the people that modern Rationalism in- 
stitutes 
that 
have 

demolished. 

The four editors that I 
doing this. 

I am the only infidel editor who is 
working on this line who is an atheist. 
Cave and I were educated for the minis- 
try of the Christiau church and preached 
in that church, and Flower is a son of a 
minister in that church. Shaw is 53 
years old, and was, for 12 years, a minis- 
ter in the Methodist church. I do not 
know about Green's antecedents, in this 
particular. The whole tenor of his Mag- 
azine shows him a deep and earnest 
moralist. 

They are all moralists in the abstract 
I am the only one of the five who deals 
in the concrete, and ad hominem appli- 
cation, but they are magazine writers 
and I am a journalist. 

The style of all of these is much high- 
er than mine. They are fishing for 
whales and I for sardines. A whale is 
bigger than a sardine, but I would rather 



ha 
ifa a I 



liarles C. 

„ ProMM- 

i Blade, Major 
aw partner of Col. 
K e, who attacked one 
ol... attorneys in the court- 

house wiine the celebrated breach of 
promise case was on trial. Today Kditor 
Moore printed an article in which he 
said he would like to have Miss Pollard 
goon a lecturing tour with him, adding 
that they would draw like porous plas- 
ters. "She has more sense than Billy 
Breckinridge anil his man Friday, Hen 
Butterworth, antl Charlie Stoll anil little 
Johnnie Shelby all put together, and she 
cleaned out the whole gang anil did not 
lie once, like all of them did." 

Shelby anil George Shanklin, a young 
lawyer, went to Moore's office, read the 
article to him and asked him his reasons 
for publishing it. After some words 
Shelby broke hiscaneover Moore's head, 
though the editor wasn't hurt much. 
Then he pulled Moore's whiskers. 

Moore seized Shelby's arms anil the 
irritable little lawyer was powerless. 
After he had cooled down Moore turned 
him loose. Moore takes the whole af- 
fair as one of the pleasantries of person- 
al journalism, and says he has no inten 
tion ' 



jtfonuments 

OF EVERY KIND ! 

MADE AND SET UP IN ALL PARTS 
OF THE COUNTRY. 

NO AGENTS EMPLOYED ! 

NO COMMISSIONS PAID I 

WM. ADAMS & SON, 

No. 42 North Broadway, Lexington Ky. 



telligently proposes grand sul 
for the superstition and priestc 
such men as Voltaire and Ingers 
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I Was All Wrong About Bro. Curry. 

In the last issue of the Blade I said 
that you could buy a thousand barrels of 
whisky from Mr. Curry, the wolesale 
grocer here. 

It seems that I either lied or was mis- 
taken, or did some of each. Mr. J. P. 
Shaw, Cashier of the Second National 
Bank, says that Mr. Curry does not *eU 
any whisky. I ought not to have said it 
without knowing it to be true, and I 
moat humbly apologize, and hope to d 
better next time. 

I am glad he does not sell it, and think 
he ought to be patronized because he 
es not sell it. 



Tht Chicago Times on Billy Brackinridge 

"Col. Breckinridge aims too high. He 
seems to think that he may gather in- 
telligent audiences that will be interest 
ed in hearing from one of his career and 
notoriety. Instead of urraugiug for ap- 
pearauces such as Terre Haute, he ought 
to contract, if he will persist in thrust- 
ing himself before the public, with dime 
museum managers, who can give him u 
place side by side with thecontortiouist, 
the skeleton man, ami, at a safer dis- 
tance, the tut woman. 

Col. Breckinridge does uot seem to 
understand the difference between rep- 
utation uud uotoriety, between fame aud 
infamy." 



Are We to Have a Prohibition Daily in 
Lexington 7 



The Press -Transcript of ibis city, com 
inonlv supposed to be true blue Demo- 
cratic tires iuto Prof. Alberti "for get 
ting drunk in two saloons," iu a style 
that indicates that that Democratic or- 
gan bus been reading the Blue Grass 
Blade loo much 

What the devil are saloons made lor it' 
i!n \ ne not made to get drunk in? 

WM the P-T want a fellow to go and 
staud out iu the middle of the street to 
get drunk, iu the middle of the winter f 
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LEXINGTON 

Lumber Manufacturing Co. 

WHOLESALE AND BIT AIL DEALERS IN 

Rough & Dressed Lumber. 
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CHAS C. MOORE 

A Book a 373 pages 
5x7 neatly bound and 
plainly printed. Price 
50c. Postage Prepaid 
It is a modern Ra- 
tionalistic View of 
Theology. 



Take Your Prescrip- 
tions to 

JJJJ4 JnrrM aka^ 

Corner Main and Upper Streets. 




XMAS GIFT. 



Instead of buying some worthless 
present for your family buy a 

REAL ESTATE BOND. 

$53 Bond pays « per cent in 
cash payable semi-annually and 
estimated to double in seven years. 

$102 Bond pavs 8 per cent in 
cash, payal>le I per eer.t every three 
months. 



A present this year means a pres- 
ent every year. SEE ! It grows 
coupons and coupons buy presents. 

United States B.oV L. Association, 
Assets nearly 80OO.OOO. 



W. K. MASSIE. 

Cor. Short and Mill Sts 



R.de Roode, 



Voice Culture, Advanced Pi- 
ano-Playing, Theory and 
C 



TERMS Fifteen Dollars for Ten Weeks 
One Lesson per Week 

For Shorter Periods Two Dollars per 
Lesson. 

Mrs. Rita fta Koode Welsh, Teacher ol 
l'lauo ami Theory, will teach under 
her lather's suncrvisioii. 
TF.RMS fifteen Dollars lot Ten Weeks, 

Two Lessons Per Week. 
For Sh >iter PciuhU, Due Dollar p#l 
Le.sou. Address, 

jjkose St 1 eel. 

Lexington, Ky. 



HOTEL Carendon 

Cor. Short and Limestone, Lexington, Ky 

Two Squares from C. & 0. and L. & N. 



All 

thing Strictly First Class. 

I^ft ^2 .00 < \ 1 1 d ^ — . j^dr ^l&^r^ 



J. M. SKAIN, Proprietor 



Mantles, Mantles! 

We offer out of the largest and most complete lines of wood and iron mantles 
ever offered to the people of Fayette and adjoining Counties. Prices and Stylea 
can not be duplicated. ^ ^ fc^ and largest stoclt of 



Builders' /Tutorial, 

ITo be found in central Kentucky. We keep on hand a full Stock of 



FARMING IMPLEMENTS 



Such as Farm Wagons, Disc Harrows, Tongue ntid Tongueles 
Vulcan Chilled and Walton Steel Plows, Davis Swing Churns. Our Stock of 
Carriages Consists of over one Hundred styles including the well known COLUM- 
BUS BUGGY CO'S. makes. Books of information sent free. Write for prices. 

SMITH, WATKINS, AND CO. 

61 and 63 E. Short St. Lexington, Ky. 



Hotel LeLand, 



Lexington, Ky. 



S. H. Brooks, Prop. 



New Building. 

Gas and Electric Light. 

Electric Elevator. 

Heated Throughout with Hot Water. 
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You MM Going to Hear 

Kicking About Peop 

Paying Me. 

If there is one thirty thnt is more <li*- 
HWltagtlMM MrOtlWr abou t these little 
one hofM I roM romls editors, it is their 

eternally W»IP«»P*« «• «P *«J» 
subscriptions, and to sunserme tor tniir 
newspapers. 

Well yon are never fjoinR to see any- 
thing like that aRam in the Blade. I 
have never askeil anylmrly to take the 
Blade, and 1 never intend to. hnt 1 was 
fool enough to suppose that a third, or 
possibly a half, of the Christian people 
Of the lulled States would not steal, and 
from various reasons I sent ni\ paper to 
hundreds of these, if not thousands, 
saving to them that I relied upon their 
honor either to pay me, or to inform me 
that they did not want the paper. This 
explanation stood all the time in my 



I insi«t that not only sho>. 
in these schools personally < 
the use of liquors, hut that he shot, 
a man who so appreciated the evil oi 
HqaOT business that h« would special, 
warn the students under his care, against 
the use of it. 

I would make it a great ground of ob- 
jection to anv man as a teacher in any 
school that he used tntiRcro 

I believe that all religion is supersti- 
tion and ignorance or lying, and I am op- 
posed to it. because I believe that all of 
these make men immoral and unhappy, 
and I believe that drunkenness is the 
cause of much the largest part of the 
crime in the country, hut if there is 
nothing in infidelity, and the intelligence 
and independence of character that are 
necessarv to make an infidel, that will 
keep infidels from getting drunk just 
like Christians, then I do not see enough 
good In infidelity to warrant me making 




II. VOOT. 



M. FOI.KY. 



in Lexington 
as they think 



' and when I sent the bills to them of jn 
after thev had taken my paper one year, 
or two years, there were not more than 
five per cent of them that paid any at- 
tention to me. 

In some instances infidels played this 
game on me, but, as far as I am able to 
find out, the men who oftenest did it 
were devout Christians, and there are 
plenty of these right 
who will steal just as 
it will pav to do so. 

I have' found out some surprising 
things about men. You may go around 
this town, anil pick out five Christian 
men of fair average standing, and four 
out of the five will beat me out of a dol- 
lar, when they think they have a clear 
chance to do so, and they will think they 
have done Cod's service in doing so, 
because I am an infidel, just as the whole 
Christian world, for centuries, have rob- 
bed the Jews, as a way of punishing their 
infidelity. 

In order to discharge my obligations 
to those who have paid me in advance I 
have cut off from my subscription list 
every fellow who is not paid in advance, 
and I don't intend to credit anybody, 
add I am going to mark every man off 
niv list just as soon as he fails to pay in 
advance for niv paper. 

I have had lots of fellows to brag on 
me and say I was a regular angel, and 
the smartest man in the 1'nited States, 
and that I was the only editor that was 
built my way, and that they just could 
not get along without the Blue Crass 
Blade, and it was all mighty funny, and 
mighty nice, as long as the other fellows 
were catching hell, but when their time 
came to take their own little medicine, 
like little men, they did not want to do 
it, and hundreds of these got even with 
me, by beating me out of what they owed 
me for my paper. 

But, from this on, the man who gets 
this paper without paying for it, is wel- 
come to it. If you get it straight from 
me, and not from an agent who buys his 
Blades each week and sells them to you, 
you will find, printed after your address, 
the time to which you are paid, and if 
you think that is not marked right you 
must tell me in the beginning, and not 
wait until your subscription is about 
out, and then complain that you have 
not been properly credited. 

My terms are "fz.oo a year for rich 
people, and $1.00 a year for poor people" 
as you will see at* the top of the first 
page, in big letters, and you must be 
your own judge, as to whether you are 
rich or poor, and if you specially notify 
me, when you send your money, that 
you take advantage of the "poor man's 
rates" you will get the paper for one 
year for f i.oo. If you do not thus noti 
fy me you will be charged at the $2.00 
rate, and I wont change it afterward. 

If I make any mistake I will be glad to 
rectify it. 

If you want to help me, and want to 
take my paper I shall appreciate it, but 
I am not going to beg anybody to take 
it, or beg anybody to help me, 

I want to feel free to say what I think 
ought to be said, and I do not want to 
be handicapped, or in any way embar- 
rassed, by feeling that I have resorted to 
any means to induce any man to read 
my paper who does not like its tone, 
and if any man reads it I want to feel that 
he is doing so because he wants to hear 
what I have got to say. 

A great may people have explained to 
me how I ought to edit this sheet. I 
shall continue to edit it according to my 
own notions. 

PROF. ALBERTI, 



the sacrifices that I have done in defence 



The Slielby--Shanklin- 
Hyphenation and What 
the People and the 
Press Say About it. 



Lexington 



An Infidel, Gets Drunk in a 
Christian Saloon, to Cele- 
brate Christmas. 

Prof. Charles M. Alberti, principal of 
one of the Lexington city public schools 
in a card in the Press-Transcript, apolo- 
gizes to Mayor IJuncan and to Miss Cra- 
vens, the latter being connected with 
the public schools, for things that he 
said alxjut them, and says that he made 
the statements while he was "intoxicat- 
ed"— the same thing that is called 
"drunk," when applied to people in the 
humbler walks of life. 

Prof. Alberti is an infidel, and thus 
handicaps infidelity with an additional 
burden to carry. 

It does not amount to anything 
that Kruse and Oilman, the sa- 
loon keepers where l'rof. Alberti got his 
whisky, are Christians, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, and that Chris- 
tians established these saloons and are 
using the money gotten from them to 
conduct the public schools, and that the 
druukenness of l'rof. Alberti was during 
the Christmas holidays, a time set apart 
by Christians for getting drunk to cele- 
brate the birthday of their God who was 
born in the middle of summer, these 
Christians have so much the advantage, 
in numbers, of the infidels, that all the 
opprobrium and disgrace of the Pro- 
fessor's drunkenness will be used against 
infidelity. 

After this admission of l'rof. Alberti 
the Christian men of this town who have 
charge of this matter have decided to re- 
tain l'rof Alberti in his position in the 
public schools. 

I hereby enter mv protest against 
retaining Prof. Alberti in this position, 
or in any connection with the public 
schools of this city. 

He has been my personal friend, and 
a good patron of my paper, but as one 
having property interests in this city, 
one of the greatest attractions of which 
is its public schools, and as a friend to 
good morals, I want it understood that 
if l'rof. Alberti is retained in his place 
in the city schools, then the Christian 
p.-cple of this town, who have the power 
111 tUeir bant 
it, and not the 
which I 



s, must be responsible for I U"i» matter just as I M 

5 school of h*4a»y t»i 



I have received many expressions of 
sympathy , oral anil written, from men 
and women, about the Shelby matter. 

It has been published generally over 
the I nited States, ami I republish, 111 
this issue, a sample of the utterances, 
from the New York World. 

The trend of these paper comments is 
that I published something reflecting 
upon the competency ami integrity with 
which the Breckinridge side of the l'ol- 
lard-Breckinridge case had been man- 
aged, using the name of Shelby inth.it 
connection, and that Shelby came with 
his friend Shanklin to see me about it; 
that 1 was inclined to be conciliatory, 
while Shelby was not inclined to be con- 
ciliated, that he broke a small cane over 
my phenomenally heavy suit of hair, 
without hunting 'me, and then pulled 
my beard, and that I then caught him 
and held him like a child to keep him 
from doing further damage, "until the 
excited little lawyer cooled down," as 
one of them expressed it, and that I was 
an infidel and Prohibitionist, and more 
than ordinarily forbearing, and had, in 
this spirit, refrained from hurting Mr. 
Shelby, I being a strong man, and he be- 
ing a 'small one, and that Mr. Shelby 
left my office apparently ashamed of his 
performance; making, in the whole, 
quite a correct report of it. 

The accounts nearly all mention the 
fact that "Shelby is the man who struck 
the attorney in the Pollard-Breckinridge 
case in Washington," and seem to think 
that Shelby's assault upon me was of a 
piece with that in Washington. 

So far as I can now see, the episode 
will not only damage Shelby, but Breck- 
inridge, and help me. 

Whatever the details may be, the great 
world will only see that Shelby was de- 
fending Breckinridge, and that I was 
trying to help a poor broken hearted 
woman, admitting, as she does, that she 
had done wrong, but contending for the 
"single standard" of sexual virtue. 

What the world thinks about Breckin- 
ridge is shown by the fact that at 
Charleston, South Carolina, Breckin- 
ridge had an audience of only forty peo- 
ple, one being a woman. 

Breckinridge deserved a great deal of 
punishment, and yet I am sorry for him, 
and hope that some day, and some way, 
his clouds will roll by, and that his dis- 
tinguished genius may yet do good for 
his country; though I say now, as I al- 
ways have done, that apart from his gift 
of oratory, which is never anything 
more than a kind of intellectual gym- 
nastics, Breckinridge is, in no sense, a 
great man. 

Mr. Shelby is one of the last men in 
Kentucky that ought to fight; not only 
because he is not physically built that 
way, but because he is intellectually 
built so as to defend himself in a more 
civilized wav. 

Even while I was the subject of his 
lampooning, I could but feel some coun- 
ty pride in him when I saw how he got 
his adjectives together, to villify me, as 
compared with the unworkmanlike man- 
ner fn which Bill Owens did the same 

Any common rough, uneducated and 
unrefined backwoods boor, could have 
done much better what Mr. Shelby did 
on the "beak and claw" plan, or vi et 
armis, as they called it in Mr. Shelby's 
profession. But Mr. Shelby belongs to 
one of the finest families of the State, 
and, instead of adding to the bad repu- 
tation of Kentucky, now so bad that a 
Cincinnati Judge will not extradite a 
criminal here, because of the murderous 
reputation of our people, Mr. Shelby- 
should act so as to redeem, as far as pos- 
sible, our reputation. 

If I had told a mean and scandalous 
lie about him, he is enough of a scholar 
and reasoner to know that there is no 
logical connection between what I said 
and what he did. There is nothing, ev- 
idential and demonstrative about a blow, 
in a question of veracity. 

There is no newspaper in the world 
that can make me want to fight because 
it said I lied. 

If the fellow proves that I have lied, he 
had a right to say it, and the more I stir 
it up the more I advertise it. But if I 
have a reputation for being a truthful 
man, an unsupported charge of that 
kind, so far from hurting me, actually 
helps me. 

Mr. Shelby's caste and family standing 
are such as would warrant him in treat 
ing with si'ent contempt, any unjust 
charge that might be 
him. 

I suppose that what I 
about him was not so much "the 
and front of the offending" as the straw 
that broke the camel's back. 

I have, more than once, alluded to the 
lack of legal acumen that was used in the 
management of Breckinridge's side of 
the great case. 

The only thing that kept it from being 
a "comedy of errors," was that they 
made it I tragedy of errors, and the big- 
gest two blunders in the whole business 
were gotten off by Shelby. One was to 
write back here, for publication, that 
Breckinridge was eating well and sleep- 
ing wellthrough the whole thing,and the 
other was Shelby's assault upon a law- 
yer on the other side. 

If Mr. Shelby will divest himself of 
some of this Kentucky backwoods ideas 
of "honor," and be candid enough with 
himself to use the good sense that every- 
body knows him to have, he will see 
just as I do. 

' a man to fight 



unjust 
against 



(Incorporator!). 

A.* M.CV>ge) 




Vogtit & Foley, 

GROCERS. 

Corner Short and Broadway Sts. 

Opera House Block. 

All Kinds of Garden Seeds. 

Agent Fr Langdon's Brea d and Cakes. 



You should attend this C ollege for a Thorough and Practical Course in 
Book-Keeping, Shorthand, Typewriting, Telegraphy, Penmanship 
Commercial Law, Commercial Arithmetic, Spelling, Correspondence, 
Guaranteed to be as represented. For particulars address 

C. C CALHOUN, Principal. 

LEXINGTON, KY. 

Dear Brethren and Sistrev.— Prof. Calhoun, who is a bloated bond- 
holder, pays me for this advertisement a scholarship for which he charges 
«55 1 will sell it to you for $50. By buying from me you will assist a 
poor but pious editor, beside saving *5 and laying up treasures in heaven. 

Yours fraternally, 



Old Sol. 



The sun DO longer smiles upon M w»th 
the warm feeling of the days that are no 
more Its not a i|iiestion of how to kep 
cool now under his rays, it is 



How to Keep Warm. 

We are hotter prepared to do this than anybody, and 
if we don't do it for as little outlay as anywhere in the 
eoilltfj, return anything you buy from us, 'and get your 
money hack. 

You don't know how eheap you ran buy a Suit, an 
Overcoat, a suit of good Underwear or a Hat, until you 
look through our stock. 

Do You need any Suits for Your Boys ? 
We've Got 'em. 

An Elegant warm Kersey, with an extra pair of pants, 
$3.50. And with each suit a handsome Buck hoard, strong 
enough for any hoy, and will gladden the heart of any boy 



THE ONE PRICE CLOTHING HOUSE. 
M. KAUFMAN & CO. 

54 E. fflfllH ST. 

*S-gAents for Jaros Hygenic Underwear, the best and warmest in the 

world. _ 

*»-SuiJ rt to Order $15 and $20. t 1 
ISrPants to Order 84, 85 and 86. 



P. S.— Come early and avoid the rush. 



Charles C. Moore, D. D. 




IN MEED OF 



Wall Paper or Window Shakes. 




IF 



Call at 




T. T. Skillman's 23-37 N. Broadway. 

LATE STYLES LARGE ASSORTMENT, 

Moderate Prices. 



TIME IS COMING. 



The Time when Business is 
The weather has heen too w 



.lull-After the Holidays. 



WE TAKE TIME BY THE FORELOCK 



SEE PRICES IN OUR WINDOWS. 



They will K'ive.a faint idea of the 
to push business 



What Costs a Look ? Nothing. 

A look at our Suits and Overcoam is convincing. 
Tis pn 
Why ? 
liecause 



the values are real, tangible, true. 



COMB. 



We'll do the 



L. & G. STRAUS 

Cor. Main a/\d Limestone. 




Ctiinn & Todd, 

10 and 12 North Upper St. 

Will on Monday morning place upon their Center Tables 
25 pieces of 38 inch Plain Serges and Novelty Dress Goods 
to be sold at the uniform price of 35c, 

10 pieces of 44 inch Henrietta's in all the staple shades 
and black at 39c. 

10 pieces of 54 inch Novelties and Plaids at 50c reduced 
from 75c. 

No one mindful of their interest can afford to neglect 
these goods at the prices we are offering them. 

They are all wool and will be sold for cash except to our 
regular customers. 




The 

Queen and 
Crescent Route 

is the direct line to the South and Southeast from ( inrinnati or from Louisville. From 
Cincinnati it is 90 miles the shortest line to New Orleans ; 17 m" 
Ky.; 33 miles shortest to liirmingham ; 109 miles shortest to 
100 miles shortest t" Jacksonville, 1 1 1. In fact, 

IT IS THE SHORTEST LINE 

to all principal southern points. In a 
" Finest Trains in the South,'' and its 1 
From Cincinnati the Queen and Cre 

SOLID VESTIBULED TRAINS 

to I exington Chattanooga, liirmingham, Meridian, New Orleans; and through Chat- 
tanooga to Rome, Atlanta. Macon, and |acksonville, Fla. Through cars to Jackson, 
Vicksburg and Shrcvc|K.rt, and to Knoxvifle, Tenn., and Asheville, N. C— See the map. 
Direct line to Texas, Mexico and California via New Orleans or Shreveport. 

TO FLORIDA 

The travel this year will be greater than ever before. Remember that the Queen and 
Crescent is the only line running solid vestibuled trains from Cincinnati to Florida. It 
is 109 miles the shortest line. Time, 37 hours. 

FOR INFORMATION 

as to routes, rates and schedules, address anv Q. and C representative. Full information 
given as to excursion rates, land rates, etc. Baggage checked and sleeping-car berths re- 
served upon application. Send for printed matter. 

W. C. RINEARSON, GEN. PASS. AGENT. CINCINNATI, O. 



PEED F. WI 



J. H. WIEHL & SON, 

FURNITURE DEALERS 



AN D U NDLRTA KLRS. 

No. 4 1-2 East Main Street. 
LEXINGTON, - 

No. 44 



KENTUCKY. 



